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(d) Definition. As used in this section,
major emergency means an unexpected
event related to the operation of pas-
senger train service that results in se-
rious injury or death to one or more
persons and property damage greater
than the current reporting threshold of
part 225 of this chapter to railroad on-
track equipment, signals, tracks, track
structures, or roadbeds, including labor
costs and the costs for acquiring new
equipment and material.

§239.105 Debriefing and critique.

(a) General. Except as provided in
paragraph (b) of this section, each rail-
road operating passenger train service
shall conduct a debriefing and critique
session after each passenger train
emergency situation or full-scale sim-
ulation to determine the effectiveness
of its emergency preparedness plan,
and shall improve or amend its plan, or
both, as appropriate, in accordance
with the information developed. The
debriefing and critique session shall be
conducted within 60 days of the date of
the passenger train emergency situa-
tion or full-scale simulation.

(b) Ezxceptions. (1) No debriefing and
critique session shall be required in the
case of an emergency situation involv-
ing only a collision between passenger
railroad rolling stock and: a pedes-
trian; a trespasser; or a motor vehicle
or other highway conveyance at a high-
way-rail grade crossing, provided that
the collision does not result in: a pas-
senger or employee fatality, or an in-
jury to one or more crewmembers or
passengers requiring admission to a
hospital; or the evacuation of a pas-
senger train. (2) For purposes of this
section, highway-rail grade crossing
means a location where a public high-
way, road, street, or private roadway,
including associated sidewalks and
pathways, crosses one or more railroad
tracks at grade, and trespasser means a
person who is on that part of railroad
property used in railroad operation and
whose presence is prohibited, forbid-
den, or unlawful.

(c) Purpose of debriefing and critique.
The debriefing and critique session
shall be designed to determine, at a
minimum:

(1) Whether the on-board communica-
tions equipment functioned properly;
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(2) How much time elapsed between
the occurrence of the emergency situa-
tion or full-scale simulation and notifi-
cation to the emergency responders in-
volved;

(3) Whether the control center
promptly initiated the required notifi-
cations;

(4) How quickly and effectively the
emergency responders responded after
notification; and

(6) How efficiently the passengers
exited from the car through the emer-
gency exits.

(d) Records. (1) Each railroad shall
maintain records of its debriefing and
critique sessions at its system head-
quarters and applicable division head-
quarters for two calendar years after
the end of the calendar year to which
they relate, including the following in-
formation:

(i) Date and location of the passenger
train emergency situation or full-scale
simulation;

(ii) Date and location of the debrief-
ing and critique session; and

(iii) Names of all participants in the
debriefing and critique session.

(2) These records shall be made avail-
able to representatives of FRA and
States participating under part 212 of
this chapter for inspection and copying
during normal business hours.
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For additional requirements related
to emergency window exits, see part
223 of this chapter.

(a) Marking. Each railroad operating
passenger train service shall determine
for each passenger car that is in serv-
ice, except for self-propelled cars de-
signed to carry baggage, mail, or ex-
press:

(1) That all door exits intended for
emergency egress are either lighted or
conspicuously and legibly marked with
luminescent material on the inside of
the car and that clear and understand-
able instructions are posted at or near
such exits.

(2) That all door exits intended for
emergency access by emergency re-
sponders for extrication of passengers
are marked with retroreflective mate-
rial and that clear and understandable
instructions are posted at each such
door.

Emergency exits.
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(b) Inspection, maintenance, and re-
pair. Consistent with the requirements
of part 223 of this chapter, each rail-
road operating passenger train service
shall:

(1) Provide for scheduled inspection,
maintenance, and repair of emergency
window and door exits;

(2) Test a representative sample of
emergency window exits on its cars at
least once every 180 days to verify that
they are operating properly; and

(3) Repair each inoperative emer-
gency window and door exit on a car
before returning the car to service.

(c) Records. Bach railroad operating
passenger service shall maintain
records of its inspection, maintenance,
and repair of emergency window and
door exits at its system headquarters
and applicable division headquarters
for two calendar years after the end of
the calendar year to which they relate.
These records shall be made available
to representatives of FRA and States
participating under part 212 of this
chapter for inspection and copying dur-
ing normal business hours.

(d) Electronic recordkeeping. Each rail-
road to which this part applies is au-
thorized to retain by electronic record-
keeping the information prescribed in
paragraph (b) of this section, provided
that all of the following conditions are
met:

(1) The railroad adequately limits
and controls accessibility to such in-
formation retained in its database sys-
tem and identifies those individuals
who have such access;

(2) The railroad has a terminal at the
system headquarters and at each divi-
sion headquarters;

(3) Each such terminal has a desk-top
computer (i.e., monitor, central proc-
essing unit, and keyboard) and either a
facsimile machine or a printer con-
nected to the computer to retrieve and
produce information in a usable format
for immediate review by representa-
tives of FRA and States participating
under part 212 of this chapter;

(4) The railroad has a designated rep-
resentative who is authorized to au-
thenticate retrieved information from
the electronic system as true and accu-
rate copies of the electronically kept
records; and
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(5) The railroad provides representa-
tives of FRA and States participating
under part 212 of this chapter with im-
mediate access to these records for in-
spection and copying during normal
business hours and provides printouts
of such records upon request.

Subpart C—Review, Approval,
and Retention of Emergency
Preparedness Plans

§239.201 Emergency preparedness
plan; filing and approval.

(a) Filing. Bach passenger railroad to
which this part applies and all rail-
roads hosting its passenger train serv-
ice (if applicable) shall jointly adopt a
single emergency preparedness plan for
that service and the passenger railroad
shall file one copy of that plan with the
Associate Administrator for Safety,
Federal Railroad Administration, Mail
Stop 25, 400 Seventh Street, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20590, not more than
180 days after May 4, 1998, or not less
than 45 days prior to commencing pas-
senger operations, whichever is later.
The emergency preparedness plan shall
include the name, title, address, and
telephone number of the primary per-
son on each affected railroad to be con-
tacted with regard to review of the
plan, and shall include a summary of
each railroad’s analysis supporting
each plan element and describing how
every condition on the railroad’s prop-
erty that is likely to affect emergency
response is addressed in the plan. Each
subsequent amendment to a railroad’s
emergency preparedness plan shall be
filed with FRA by the passenger rail-
road not less than 60 days prior to the
proposed effective date.

(b) Approval. (1) Preliminary review. (i)
Within 90 days of receipt of each pro-
posed emergency preparedness plan,
and within 45 days of receipt of each
plan for passenger operations to be
commenced after the initial deadline
for plan submissions, FRA will conduct
a preliminary review of the proposed
plan to determine if the elements pre-
scribed in §239.101 are sufficiently ad-
dressed and discussed in the railroad’s
plan submission. FRA will then notify
the primary contact person of each af-
fected railroad in writing of the results
of the review, whether the proposed
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